
FREIGHT COMMITTEE 
of the 

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 

Summary of February 25, 2009 Meeting 
 
This meeting was held in the MPO Conference Room at the State Transportation 
Building. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:10 PM. 
 
1.  Introductions and Chair’s Report –Walter Bonin, Chair and City of Marlborough 
The meeting date of the Freight Committee will be the fourth Wednesday of the month to 
allow for more time to prepare reports and recommendations for the Regional 
Transportation Advisory Council (RTAC). The next meeting is scheduled for March 25, 
2009. 
 
2. Approval of Meeting Minutes  
The minutes of February 11, 2009 were approved unanimously. 
 
3. Meet with MEPA Officials 
The discussion with the representative from the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act 
Unit (MEPA) is rescheduled to the March meeting as the representative was unable to 
attend in February. The purpose of the discussion will be to learn about the MEPA 
process and gain an understanding of whether MEPA and state environmental reviews 
require the consideration of impacts from the closing of industrial or freight facilities and 
if so, at what threshold and through what process.  
 
F. DeMasi is concerned about the environmental and air quality impacts of abandoning 
and relocating the Beacon Yard. 
 
Members raised the following concerns about the future of the freight rail facilities at 
Beacon Yard: 
 
- There has been no review of the environmental impact of closing the facilities 
- Will the rail rights-of-way be lost?     
- What will be the regional impacts (traffic, environmental, and infrastructure-related) of  

relocating the Beacon Yard freight facilities to the MetroWest area? 
- How would any such impacts be mitigated?  
 
Abby Swaine, US Environmental Protection Agency, noted that environmental review is 
required with the closure of a right of way, like those at Beacon Yard.  
 
P. Wolfe noted that environmental reviews quantify environmental impacts and identify 
ways to avoid, minimize or mitigate them. Typically, there is a specific proposal from 
which to analyze effects.  
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Questions that the members hope to get clarified in the meeting with MEPA: 
- What are MEPA’s guidelines? 
- What triggers MEPA’s involvement in a project? 
- Does MEPA address issues like the relocation of Beacon Yard? 
 
Regarding process, Committee members agreed to follow the following approach – to 
brief RTAC members on the Freight Committee discussions; to outline and explain any 
issues and concerns; and to notify RTAC members of upcoming Freight Committee 
presentations. The Committee will specify to RTAC the issues they plan to discuss with 
MEPA. 
 
4. Discussion of Final Freight Committee Charter 
Members discussed the current draft version of the Freight Committee Charter and 
suggested that it be condensed and duplicate text and content be eliminated. The 
statement should be short and concise.  
 
5. Presentation of Freight Diversion 
F. DeMasi would like to see work conducted on this topic in addition to the attention it is 
being given as part of the statewide Freight Rail Study. His goal is to increase diversions 
of freight from truck to rail. The Freight Committee report to RTAC will include a note 
that the Committee is interested in identifying a truck to rail freight project for the MPO 
region in the upcoming FFY 2010 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP). The timing 
is good, as the FFY 2010 UPWP development process is just beginning. Freight 
Committee members will continue to discuss this topic at the next Freight Committee 
meeting.  
 
6. Diesel Reduction Program 
Abby Swain circulated information on EPA’s Clean Diesel Campaign and invited Freight 
Committee members to learn about and promote participation in the program.  
  
7. Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM. 
 
Attachments: Draft Final Charter 
 
Agencies 
Lynn Vikesland, Massport 
Abby Swaine, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Cities and Towns 
Walter Bonin, Marlborough 
Frank DeMasi, Wellesley 
Steve Olanoff, Westwood 
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Citizens Groups 
 
Guests and Visitors 
Linda Blair 
Marilyn MacNab  
 
MPO Staff 
Anne McGahan 
Sean Pfalzer 
Pam Wolfe 
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