
 

 

Draft FFY 2012 UPWP Comment Letters 

 

7 Letters: 

1. Bike-to-the-Sea 
2. City of Waltham 
3. I-495/MetroWest Partnership 
4. Minuteman Advisory Group on Interlocal Coordination 
5. Regional Transportation Advisory Council 
6. Town of Bedford 
7. Town of Lexington 



 



From: Mike Callahan
To: mesullivan@ctps.org
Subject: FW: [bike-to-the-sea] Wellington bike-pedestrian improvements part of proposed study
Date: Wednesday, August 10, 2011 11:05:23 AM

 
 
From: Cathy Buckley [mailto:cbuckley@ctps.org] 
Sent: Thursday, July 14, 2011 6:53 AM
To: publicinformation@bostonmpo.org
Cc: swinslow.brownandgreen@comcast.net
Subject: FW: [bike-to-the-sea] Wellington bike-pedestrian improvements part of proposed study
 
I am forwarding this per request of Stephen Winslow.
--Cathy
 
From: Stephen Winslow [mailto:swinslow.brownandgreen@comcast.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 13, 2011 8:54 PM
To: Cathy Buckley-Lewis
Subject: FW: [bike-to-the-sea] Wellington bike-pedestrian improvements part of proposed study
 

------ Forwarded Message
From: Stephen Winslow <swinslow.brownandgreen@comcast.net>
Date: Wed, 13 Jul 2011 20:23:09 -0400
To: <livable@bostonmpo.org>
Subject: FW: [bike-to-the-sea] Wellington bike-pedestrian improvements part of proposed study

Cathy..

The e-mail listed below did not work so I thought perhaps you could forward this to David Mohler.

There was a very extensive study done by DCR and the Mystic Valley Development Commission about 10 years ago of the Route 16/ Wellington Corridor.. Fay, Spofford and Thorndike was the lead.. 

Just want to be sure that the UPWP folks look back at the study (though personally I did not like the lack of bicycle accommodations on Route 16 that the study at that time proposed..

Steve
------ Forwarded Message
From: "csantillo" <chris.santillo@gmail.com>
Reply-To: bike-to-the-sea@yahoogroups.com
Date: Wed, 13 Jul 2011 13:59:19 -0000
To: bike-to-the-sea@yahoogroups.com
Subject: [bike-to-the-sea] Wellington bike-pedestrian improvements part of proposed study

 
[from Ken Krause on MedfordBiPeds list]

The Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is circulating an important transportation-planning document for public review and comment: the draft Federal Fiscal Year 2012 Unified Planning Work Program
(UPWP), which shows the federally funded transportation-planning activities for the region that are proposed for programming and to take place during that year.

The list of new projects in the UPWP includes a $40,000 study of the Wellington Circle area by the Central Transportation Planning Staff.

This study would consider conceptual short and long term improvements that would address congestion and traffic safety problems at Wellington Circle. In addition, pedestrian and bicycle facilities would be envisioned to
improve non-automobile connectivity at this location.

Public comments on the draft FFY 2012 UPWP will be accepted until 5 p.m. on Tuesday, August 9, 2011. Written comments should be addressed to:

David Mohler
Chair, MPO Transportation Planning and Programming Committee
10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150
Boston 02116-3968
E-mail: publicinformation[AT]bostonmpo.org

A meeting to take action on the draft is currently scheduled for August 18, 2011, time TBA. It will be held in a conference room of the State Transportation Building, 10 Park Plaza, Boston. Members of the public are
invited to attend.

Link to the Unified Planning Work Program document:

http://www.ctps.org/bostonmpo/3_programs/3_upwp/FFY_2012_Draft_UPWP.pdf

__._,_.___
  Reply to sender <mailto:chris.santillo@gmail.com?subject=Re%3A%20Wellington%20bike-pedestrian%20improvements%20part%20of%20proposed%20study>  |   Reply to group <mailto:bike-to-the-
sea@yahoogroups.com?subject=Re%3A%20Wellington%20bike-pedestrian%20improvements%20part%20of%20proposed%20study>  |   Reply via web post <http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bike-to-the-
sea/post;_ylc=X3oDMTJxamYzM2QxBF9TAzk3MzU5NzE0BGdycElkAzExNTU0MTIxBGdycHNwSWQDMTcwNzYxNTc1OARtc2dJZAMxMzM1BHNlYwNmdHIEc2xrA3JwbHkEc3RpbWUDMTMxMDU2NTU2OQ--?
act=reply&messageNum=1335>  | Start a New Topic <http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bike-to-the-
sea/post;_ylc=X3oDMTJmM3ExaGJpBF9TAzk3MzU5NzE0BGdycElkAzExNTU0MTIxBGdycHNwSWQDMTcwNzYxNTc1OARzZWMDZnRyBHNsawNudHBjBHN0aW1lAzEzMTA1NjU1Njk-> 
Messages in this topic <http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bike-to-the-
sea/message/1335;_ylc=X3oDMTM1c2Y4Z2hqBF9TAzk3MzU5NzE0BGdycElkAzExNTU0MTIxBGdycHNwSWQDMTcwNzYxNTc1OARtc2dJZAMxMzM1BHNlYwNmdHIEc2xrA3Z0cGMEc3RpbWUDMTMxMDU2NTU2OQR0cGNJZAMxMzM1
> (1) 
 
Recent Activity:

New Members <http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bike-to-the-
sea/members;_ylc=X3oDMTJnNTA3NDlnBF9TAzk3MzU5NzE0BGdycElkAzExNTU0MTIxBGdycHNwSWQDMTcwNzYxNTc1OARzZWMDdnRsBHNsawN2bWJycwRzdGltZQMxMzEwNTY1NTY5?o=6> 1

Visit Your Group <http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bike-to-the-
sea;_ylc=X3oDMTJmaDRhNGJvBF9TAzk3MzU5NzE0BGdycElkAzExNTU0MTIxBGdycHNwSWQDMTcwNzYxNTc1OARzZWMDdnRsBHNsawN2Z2hwBHN0aW1lAzEzMTA1NjU1Njk-> 
Visit http://www.biketothesea.com, http://facebook.com/biketothesea and http://twitter.com/biketothesea      
 <http://groups.yahoo.com/;_ylc=X3oDMTJlNmx2bjlxBF9TAzk3MzU5NzE0BGdycElkAzExNTU0MTIxBGdycHNwSWQDMTcwNzYxNTc1OARzZWMDZnRyBHNsawNnZnAEc3RpbWUDMTMxMDU2NTU2OQ--> 
Switch to: Text-Only <mailto:bike-to-the-sea-traditional@yahoogroups.com?subject=Change Delivery Format: Traditional> , Daily Digest <mailto:bike-to-the-sea-digest@yahoogroups.com?subject=Email Delivery:
Digest>   Unsubscribe <mailto:bike-to-the-sea-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com?subject=Unsubscribe>   Terms of Use <http://docs.yahoo.com/info/terms/> 
 
   
.
 
__,_._,___

------ End of Forwarded Message
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c/o Metropolitan Area Planning Council  Phone: 617-451-2770 
60 Temple Place, Boston, MA 02111  Fax: 617-482-7185 
www.mapc.org/subregions/magic  Email: mbewtra@mapc.org 

June 14, 2011 

David Mohler, Chair 
Transportation Planning & Programming Committee, Boston MPO 
c/o Central Transportation Planning Staff 
10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150  
Boston, MA 02116 

Re: MAGIC Regional Transportation Priorities and comments for the TIP, LRTP, and UPWP 

Dear Mr. Mohler:  

I am submitting these comments on behalf of the Minuteman Advisory Group on Interlocal Coordination 
(MAGIC) subregion of the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC). MAGIC consists of 13 
communities in the northwest area of MAPC: Acton, Bedford, Bolton, Boxborough, Carlisle, Concord, 
Hudson, Lexington, Lincoln, Littleton, Maynard, Stow, and Sudbury. MAGIC met and discussed the Long-
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the FFYs 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), and 
the FFY 2012 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) at our last two meetings on April 7, 2011 and May 
19, 2011. 

We recognize the severe fiscal constraints currently facing the Commonwealth and the need to prioritize 
scarce resources. The MAGIC towns have invested significant financial resources and decades to design and 
develop the projects we list in this letter, and it is our feeling that priority should be given to these worthy 
projects, already in the pipeline, in order to retain credibility and trust within our communities. 

Our priorities include a few key road projects that relieve existing bottlenecks and improve safety and 
several projects that will improve bicycle, pedestrian, and transit mobility within our region. Taken 
together, these priorities are essential to sustaining an equitable, economically healthy, and environmentally 
responsible region. With limited transit resources within our suburban region, we believe the MPO should 
prioritize projects that enhance multimodal connections to existing transit nodes, downtowns, employment 
centers, and high single-occupancy vehicle traffic destinations. 

The table below summarizes our project-specific recommendations for the TIP and LRTP, with comments 
on these and additional projects on the following page: 

Project ID # Municipalities 

MAGIC Priorities for FFYs 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

Crosby’s Corner 602984 Concord, Lincoln 
Middlesex Turnpike/Crosby Drive Phase 3 029492 Bedford, Burlington, Billerica 
Minuteman Bikeway Extension (Reformatory Branch) – Bedford 

MAGIC Priorities for Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 

Assabet River Rail Trail 604531 Acton, Maynard, Stow 
Assabet River Rail Trail 1139 Hudson, Stow 
Bruce Freeman Rail Trail Phase 2A – at 25% design 604532 Acton, Carlisle, Westford 
Bruce Freeman Rail Trail Phase 2B – Route 2 crossing 606223 Acton, Concord 
Bruce Freeman Rail Trail Phase 2C 605189 Concord 
Bruce Freeman Rail Trail Phase 2D – north of MBTA crossing 1164 Sudbury 
Concord Rotary (Routes 2/2A/119) 602091 Concord 



MAGIC Comments on LRTP, FFYs 2012-2015 TIP, and FFY 2012 UPWP 
June 14, 2011 

Page 2 of 2 

c/o Metropolitan Area Planning Council  Phone: 617-451-2770 
60 Temple Place, Boston, MA 02111  Fax: 617-482-7185 
www.mapc.org/subregions/magic  Email: mbewtra@mapc.org 

Crosby’s Corner: As we have stated in several previous letters to the MPO, no single project has a direct 
greater impact on our region. 

The Middlesex Turnpike/Crosby Drive Phase 3: This project has been a regional priority for 
approximately 30 years. Design for Phase 3 has been completed at the communities’ expense and the Town 
of Bedford has exercised eminent domain to acquire the right-of-way to complete this project. This major 
arterial roadway is the main access for a significant proportion of the Commonwealth’s economic and 
employment base. 

Minuteman Bikeway Extension (Reformatory Branch): This two-mile Town-owned trail is a regional 
transportation asset that links eight towns along a 17-mile off-road network. The Bedford section provides a 
much-needed off-road alternative to Route 62 and is listed as a short-term priority in the Regional Bicycle 
Plan by MAPC. The proposal is to surface this section with asphalt to make it more viable as a commuter 
route. 

Assabet River Rail Trail: The Assabet River Rail trail will have its 25% design submitted to MassDOT this 
summer. Acton, Maynard, and Stow have contributed significant local funding to the design and right-of-
way acquisition through CPA and other local appropriations. Acton, Maynard, Hudson, Stow, and 
Marlborough have been working collaboratively to advance this project for over 18 years. Please program 
the Assabet River Rail Trail, Phase 2 into the earliest available time band on the LRTP so that earmarked 
funds can be accessed for the remainder of design for the two-mile Track Road section of Stow.  

Bruce Freeman Rail Trail and Concord Rotary: The Acton, Carlisle, Concord, and north Sudbury 
sections of this trail are listed as short-term priorities and the Framingham and south Sudbury sections are 
listed as medium priorities in the Regional Bicycle Plan by MAPC. Please program Phases 2A, 2B, 2C, and 
2D in the LRTP and ensure coordination of Phase 2B with the Concord Rotary project. Phase 2A is at 25% 
design. 

Additional projects and comments: 

Multimodal Center in Weston/Waltham: We support siting a multimodal transportation facility near 
Weston/Waltham along the Route 128 corridor that will facilitate transit options along Route 128 and 
provide connections with the Fitchburg Commuter Rail. Land acquisition and construction will certainly 
cost more than $10 million and should be programmed in the LRTP as soon as is feasible. 

Acton Dial A Ride: We were disappointed with the discontinuance of funding for the Acton Dial A Ride 
and felt that sufficient time was not given to fully deploy and build public awareness of this service before 
the funding was cut. We encourage the MPO to find an alternative source of funding to support this key 
multi-community transit service. 

Route 4/225 in UPWP: MAGIC supports a corridor planning study for this route in Bedford and 
Lexington, which provides direct highway access to Route 128 and is one of the most congested in the 
region. Lexington recently rezoned this area, and the job creation and economic growth that could result 
should factor into this corridor study. 

Coordinated public transportation studies in UPWP: MAGIC supports studies that look at innovative 
ways to integrate existing transit services (school buses, Council on Aging vans, locally funded shuttles, 
private business shuttles, etc.) into a more coherent and coordinated public transportation system. 

As stated earlier, these projects, taken together, are essential to retaining credibility within our communities 
and for promoting regionalism and sustainability.  Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  

Sincerely, 

  
Michelle Ciccolo, Chair 



 

 

 

 

 

August 11, 2011 

 

David Mohler, Chair  

Transportation Planning and Programming Committee 

Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization 

10 Park Plaza, Suite 4150 

Boston, MA 02116 

 

RE:  Draft federal fiscal year (FFY) 2012 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)  

 

Dear Mr. Mohler, 

 

The Regional Transportation Advisory Council (Advisory Council) is an independent group of 

citizen and regional advocacy groups, municipal officials, and agencies charged by the Boston 

Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) with providing public input on transportation 

planning and programming.  

 

The Advisory Council strongly supports the draft FFY 2012 UPWP because it addresses many of 

the greatest concerns of the Advisory Council. Among the concerns addressed in the draft UPWP 

are that the MPO plan for a regional HOV system, develop an efficient freight distribution 

system that utilizes all modes, and develop a shared-use path network that closes critical gaps. 

Therefore, we particularly support the Freight Survey project, the Safe Access to Transit for 

Pedestrians and Bicyclists study, and the Regional HOV-Lane System Planning Study.   

 

However, we are concerned that several studies in the 2011 UPWP that address these issues are 

not complete or underway. We would like the MPO to prioritize its freight, HOV, and bicycle 

planning work since it is very important to the region’s future.    

 

Advisory Council members are also pleased with the public outreach process that staff conducted 

to generate the draft FFY 2012 UPWP and all of its plans and studies. Public outreach is one of 

the critical MPO functions funded through the UPWP and we appreciate your continued 

attention to it. Thank you for considering our comments.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Laura Wiener, Chair  



TOWN OF BEDFORD
BEDFORD, MASSACHUSE'ITS 01730 T1l)~: 781-687-6124

SELECTMEN of BEDFORD
Walter J. St. Onge III, Chair

Catherine Cordes William S. Moonan
Michael Rosenberg Mark Siegenthaler

10 Mudge Way
Bedford, MA 01730

781-275-1111

May 31, 2011

Unified Planning Work Program Subcommittee
Boston Metropolitan Planning Organization
State Transportation Building
10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150
Boston, MA 02116-3968

Dear Sirs/Madams:

The Town of Bedford recommends that the Boston MPO include a study of the Route 4/225
Corridor in Lexington and Bedford as part of the FFY 2012 Unified Planning Work Program
(UPWP). I

The project is listed within one of the 10 proposed universes of new studies from the MPO
UPWP Subcommittee. The project rationale: "Corridor analysis might be a more logical way to
approach transportation studies in the region. Possible corridors of critical and strategic
concern might be best viewed in a programmatic way. An arterial management roadway
improvement effort would recommend conceptual improvements for corridors that the CMP and
the LRTP identified as part of the needs assessment process. "

The recently completed Paths to a Sustainable Region: Needs Assessment examined and
prioritized the needs in the Boston region in light of the MPO's visions. The Needs Assessment
identifies the needs for addressing bottleneck locations. Highway bottlenecks cause congestion,
accidents, and result in higher emissions of pollutants. For each corridor, locations on the express
highway and arterial roadway network were identified as being the most severe bottleneck
locations because they were identified as a bottleneck by at least two of the three methods used
by the MPO. These methods are the speed index (the ratio of observed speed to posted speed
limit), the volume-to-capacity ratio (a ratio of existing volumes to the road's capacity), and the
MPO's Congestion Management Process (CMP).

The Rte, 62, 225, and 4 corridor (Bedford, Lexington) traffic conditions fall within the listed

criteria, and the corridor is one of the eleven cited as study candidates in the pre-draft UPWP
Corridor Study Project.



The Town of Lexington has recently up-zoned a presently under-utilized commercial zone. A
consultant had been retained to perform traffic analyses of current and build-out conditions. The
Town then approved an area-wide transportation plan, which calls for a number of traffic
modernization improvements to occur on the Route 4/225 corridor. Lexington officials have
discussed the feasibility of such improvements with MassDOT District 4 office and the Town
expects to begin a 25 % design effort in the near future.

Two particular improvements called out are for two-lane roundabouts on Routes 4/225
intersections at Hartwell Avenue and also at the northern interchange with Route 195/128. The
Town of Lexington believes that the results of the soon to be developed "Roundabout Installation
Screening Tool" (FFY 2011 UPWP project) will have a real-world immediate application to
evaluate its effectiveness. In addition, the 25 % design effort could move along more efficiently
if questions about the applicability of these two proposed roundabouts could be effectively
resolved.

The Town of Bedford has made some infrastructure improvement to the Routes 4/225 corridor,
but a potential system corridor plan would help identify additional modernizations. Bedford also
has specific concerns on how installation of the two-lane roundabouts in Lexington will affect
traffic for those leaving Bedford during the AM peak travel periods and for those returning to
Bedford in the PM peak travel periods. It would be helpful to study this proposal on a corridor-
wide basis as part of the design effort.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this study.

Very truly yours,

j;,/Ji«fJ:t tlnvr~
Walter J. St. Onge III, Chair

Cc: Bedford Planning Board
Lexington Selectmen
Lexington Planning Board







 


