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SUMMARY 
 

Draft Amendment to the  
Federal Fiscal Years 2012–2015  

Transportation Improvement Program 
 
BACKGROUND 
During the course of any federal fiscal year (FFY) there is often information about projects and 
programs that becomes available and other changes that arise that were not known when the 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) was developed. The metropolitan transportation 
planning process provides mechanisms for MPOs to adapt their TIPs to these changing 
conditions: TIP amendments and administrative modifications.  
 
If the change(s) are minor and amount to less than 10% of a project’s original cost, the change 
can be made by administrative modification. If the change is not minor, an amendment is called 
for. The policy and guidelines for determining which approach is needed and how the public 
review process will be conducted are explained in the Boston Region MPO’s Public Participation 
Plan. (See the attached excerpted text.)  
 
The Boston Region MPO typically amends its TIP three or four times a year. All year long, staff 
tracks the development of projects in the region and gathers information from MassDOT, the 
MBTA, and other project proponents to keep informed on projects’ status and to identify any 
changes that need to be reflected in the TIP.  
 
PROCESS FOR AMENDMENTS AND ADMINISTRATIVE MODIFICATIONS 
When an administrative modification or an amendment is needed, staff will ask to schedule a 
discussion and MPO action at an MPO meeting. The MPO discusses any proposed changes and 
decides whether to propose amending the TIP. If an amendment is proposed, the MPO conducts 
a public comment period, which lasts 60 days but may be shortened in emergencies. Conducting 
the public comment period involves posting a legal notice in the Boston Globe, sending a press 
release to all newspapers in the region, posting a notice on its website, tweeting the notice, 
sending one to its one-way list server mpoinfo, and discussing the proposed amendment with the 
Regional Transportation Advisory Council, which will bring a recommendation to the MPO 
relaying its views. Comments are gathered and transmitted to the MPO. The MPO meets to 
discuss the amendment and comments and take action.   
 
AMENDMENT ONE TO THE FFYS 2012–2015 TIP 
This month, both the MBTA and MassDOT submitted information and changes that these 
agencies propose be amended into the TIP. Staff has incorporated this information into the 
attached Draft Amendment One TIP tables. The color shading throughout the table  is intended 
to help communicate the types of changes proposed and where projects and their related funding 
may be moved within or even out of the TIP. 
 
The following changes to the Highway Program are proposed: 
 

 Incorporation of Transportation Enhancement funds made available for FFY 2012 to the 
MPO by MassDOT. MassDOT is providing a one dollar match for every two federal 



Transportation Enhancement dollars spent by MPOs. Two target projects funded under 
the Surface Transportation Program (STP)  have components eligible to be funded with 
these dollars:  

o Trapelo Road in Belmont   
o Route 9/Oak Street in Natick  

The enhancement funds are accounted for in two new categories: the Surface 
Transportation Program/Enhancement and the Statewide Surface Transportation 
Program/Enhancement subsections in FFY 2012.  

 Adding two discretionary grants (earmarks) for improvements to ferry facilities; one in 
Salem and another at Pemberton Pier, Hull. 

 Adding in FFY 2012 cost increases to three bridges in the Bridge Program:   
o I-95 over Green Street in Foxborough  
o Central Street over the Sudbury River in Framingham 
o Fore River Bridge in Quincy  

 Removing in FFY 2012 the Route 2A over I-95 Bridge in Lexington. This project is not 
likely to be ready in 2012, but remains programmed for construction beginning in 2013. 

 Revising in FFYs 2012 through 2014 changes in the Surface Transportation 
Program/Flex funding for the Central Artery/Tunnel Project. These payment amount 
changes are due to refinancing.  

 
The following changes to the Transit Program are proposed: 
 

 Implementation of a new category system for the Section 5307 and Section 5309 funds 
for all federal fiscal years from FFY 2012 moving forward. The new system is 
recommended by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) to enhance program 
flexibility and minimize unnecessary transit amendments. The new categorization will 
assist FTA’s review of the MBTA’s grant applications and prevent listing projects in 
multiple funding programs. In addition, the new categories correspond to those used in 
the MBTA’s Capital Investment Program.  

 Programming in FFY 2012 of the MBTA’s Section 5307 and 5309 carryover projects 
from FFYs 2009 through 2011. 

 Incorporation in FFY 2012 of the following carryover earmarked funds:  
o Commonwealth Avenue/Kenmore Square Roadway and Pedestrian Improvements 

in Boston 
o Salem/Beverly Intermodal  
o Three MBTA Ferry System carryover earmarksunder Ferry Boat Discretionary 

funds 
 Programming in FFY 2012 of the Transportation Investment Generating Economic 

Recovery (TIGER) III Grant recently awarded to the MBTA to help fund construction of 
the Merrimack River Bridge. 

 
PROPOSED MPO ACTION 
Staff is recommending the MPO propose the changes to the TIP and begin the public comment 
period. If the MPO takes this action, the public comment period will begin on Monday, January 
23 and end on February 21. The MPO would then be scheduled to take final action on the 
amendment at the March 1 MPO meeting.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Excerpted Text from the Boston Region MPO’s Public Participation Program 
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